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Clase

Independence Day

Lee la informacion. é@f

Highlight or underline 5 or more interesting facts you learned.

It is dark in Mexico City. It is late. Families bundle children into coats and
sweaters. In September, high up in Mexico City, night can be cold. Tonight,
no one cares. Families come from all corners of the city. They arrive from
out of town. As midnight gets closer, more and more people fill the streets.

O%OI hey walk in small groups, then in a stream, until they join the crowd fill-

mg the zocalo. Hundreds of thousands of people have come for one

. Cuando?
EH‘EW orks flash. Tlags wave. Ev eryone waits in the ]ammed z6calo. There

moment . . . midnight of Mexican Independence Day.

¢ Olﬁe is. The president and his family step onto the balcony at the National

Palace. He waves. The crowd quiets. The pres1dent rings a bell, then lifts his
hands and shouts ;VIVA MEXICO! Long live Mexico!

‘VIVA! the crowd shouts back, j VIVA MEXICO! The president shouts
again. jViva Meéxico! they reply. Goose bumps tingle on women’s arms.
Children perch on their fathers’ shoulders to see. {Viva Hidalgo! The presi-
dent cries again, {Viva! the crowd yells louder, Viva Allende! {Viva
Aldama! {Vivan los héroes que nos dieron patria! (Long live the heroes
who gave us our country) they shout.  ¢(Por queé?

This is the Grito de Dolores, the cry for independence Mexicans will
always remember. They repeat it, at midnight every September 15 in Mexico
City’s zocalo. The scene is the same in every state capital, in Morelia, Mon-
terrey, Oaxaca, in small towns across the country. The highest official rings
the bell to remember Father Hidalgo and the crowd gives the Grito. Parents
bring their children to feel the thrill of shouting with the crowd, of celebrat-
ing independence, and of being Mexican.

After the Grito, the crowd wanders back down the streets. Vendors sell
cotton candy, corn, and sweets from sidewalk stalls. Children line up to
take a ride on a ferris wheel. Fireworks explode. It is a grand celebration.

In the United States, there
are celebrations in Chicago,
Los Angeles and other cities
on Independence Day. Mex-
ican Americans may throw
partes at their homes on
September 15, shouting the
Grito at midnight. There are
also big parades and fiestas
held around the United
States for Cinco de Mayo,
Fifth of May. This holiday
honors the Battle of Puebla,
May 5, 1862. On that day,
Mexican farmers and work-
ers armed mostly with
sticks and machetes womn a
battle against the powerful
French army that had
invaded Mexico.

(Como?
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